A quiet moment of reflection

23 September 2003
Peter saw the... waves... became afraid and began to sink. 
Matthew 14:30 NCV

"In the world ye shall have tribulation"

Jn 16:33
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God.
Jn 14.1

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat was already a considerable distance[1] from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 
27But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
28"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
29"Come," he said. 
30Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
Story
Water-walkers - part 2

Once Peter was satisfied it was Jesus who'd called him, he left the security of the boat and entrusted himself to the power of God. But then it happened, "Peter saw the... waves... became afraid and began to sink." To walk on water you must:

(1) Focus on the Saviour, not on the storm. We all know what it's like to 'see the waves'. You begin a new venture - a job, a relationship, an area of spiritual growth - full of hope. Then reality sets in and you encounter setbacks and opposition. Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation" (Jn 16:33). Expect it - it comes with the turf!

(2) Reject 'risk-lock'. Eileen Guder writes: "You can live on bland food, go to bed early, stay away from night life, avoid controversy, never give offense, mind your own business, avoid involvement, spend money only on necessities and save all you can. And still break your neck in the bath!" Too much analysis leads to paralysis. Refuse to give in to 'risk-lock', a condition that, like gridlock, will stop you from moving ahead. Remember, staying in the boat doesn't guarantee safety. It only guarantees you'll eventually die from something else.

(3) Accept fear as the price of growth: Growth involves exploring new territories and taking on new challenges. Each time you do, you'll experience fear, because fear and growth go together like macaroni and cheese. They're a package deal! The answer is to get out of the boat a little more each day, until fear loses its ability to control you.


Dear Lord





Please help us grown in faith. Please let us fully understand that you are ALWAYS with us – even in our trials and tribulations. Let us remember your promise that you will always be with us*.





Amen








