A quiet moment of reflection

30 September 2003
Jesus said, 'come.' and Peter left the boat. - Matthew 14:29 NCV
Beginning to sink, he cried... 'Lord, save me!' - Matthew 14:30 NAS

Jesus Walks on the Water 

22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat was already a considerable distance[1] from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 
27But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
28"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
29"Come," he said. 
30Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
32And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
Story

Jesus said, 'come.' and Peter left the boat. - Matthew 14:29 NCV

Water-walkers - part 3

Why is the world's best-selling chair a La-Z-Boy? Because we're addicted to comfort! In fact Karl Barth says, "Comfort is one of our greatest siren calls." Are you familiar with the term 'couch potato'? Well, the disciples who stayed on board out of fear were 'boat potatoes'! They enjoyed watching in comfort without actually doing anything! Sound familiar?

Now before you judge them too harshly, have you considered that you might be a 'pew potato'? That's somebody who goes to church for comfort and a little spirituality, but won't take the risks and challenges involved in actually following Jesus.

Risk and comfort are both habits that become part of your daily life. Each time you risk leaving the boat, it means you're more likely to do it again. Sure you'll experience fear, but each time you step out on the water without drowning, you realise that fear no longer has the power to destroy you. On the other hand, each time you resist God's voice and choose to stay in the boat, His voice becomes a little quieter, until eventually you don't hear it at all. Wouldn't it be worth any risk to avoid that, the greatest loss of all?

Today, God's looking for disciples who are ready to leave the boat. People who are willing to say, "Lord, I may be a small potato - but this spud's for you!" So how about it? Are you going to play it safe, or are you ready for a water-walking adventure with the Lord? If you are, you'll never regret it.


Dear Lord





Please help us to come to you fully. Please help us understand that we belong to you and help us to become more like you in our everyday lives. We know that it is difficult – but we also know that with You everything is possible.





Amen








