A quiet moment of reflection
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The law of reciprocity: Giving and getting back
What do we give? We answered this question by saying that we give our resources, money, time, love, attention and part of ourselves. We then looked at the difference between this kind of giving and “back-scratching” and saw that the difference was the motive: giving from the heart involved no self-interest, ulterior motives or ostentation – it was giving with love. We saw how we are sometimes cautious, afraid to give because it may cause offence. We also saw how ultimately we are trying to please God and He, seeing our heart and our focus on Him, will “pay us back” (Ephesians below) and we will be storing up “treasures in heaven”. We also saw how much joy can come from giving – which is an immediate reciprocity!

We also discussed how we never know what happens to the giving/good we do and who the ultimate recipient of our giving will be since it can go through many people. We saw how this ripple effect brought about the Quiet Moment, and how it doesn’t stop here but continues on and on. 


We started with the question “what do we give”?  We ended by reflecting on “what can we give?” We saw that it was important to set realistic goals and also to try and give to others what is required at that moment (see Mother Teresa’s story below). Ultimately, though, we saw that God doesn’t require us to give more than we are able to give;  we should try and give what we can – even something small like a telephone call to a lonely person, a smile, really listening to somebody when they talk, etc. We ended by seeing that it was important to focus on God and pray to Him to guide us.
Job 42:10

After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord... gave him twice as much as he had before

Luke 6:38

"Give, and it shall be given unto you"
Ephesians 6:7-8

"Whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord" 

Luke 21:1-4
The Widow's Offering 

1As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3"I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."
Ecclesiastes 11

Bread Upon the Waters 

1 Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it again.
2 Corinthians 9:6

"Whoever sows generously will also reap generously" 

2 Corinthians 9:7
God loves it when the giver delights in the giving. - 

Matthew 5:1-12

The Beatitudes 

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
==============

The law of reciprocity

After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord... gave him twice as much as he had before. - Job 42:10 NIV

Mother Teresa writes, "One night a man came to our house and said, 'There's a family of eight children who haven't eaten for days.' I took some food and went to see them. When I got there I saw the faces of little children disfigured with malnutrition. There was no sadness, just the pain of hunger. I gave a sack of rice to the mother. She kept one half and went out carrying the other. When she came back I asked, 'Where did you go?' She answered, 'To my neighbours - they are hungry also.'


I was not surprised that she gave, the poor are usually very generous. But I was surprised that she knew they were hungry. As a rule, when we're suffering, we're so focused on ourselves that we have no time for others."


When Job became more concerned about others than himself, God healed him and gave him back twice as much as he had before. It's the law of reciprocity. It teaches you two things:

(1) You can give your way out of trouble. Jesus said, "Give, and it shall be given unto you" (Lk 6:38). Your future starts with whatever you have in your hand today. Nothing is too little to multiply - but you have to sow it!

(2) What you're willing to do for someone else, determines what God is willing to do for you. Listen, "Whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord" (Eph 6:7-8 NKJV).

=============
Giving - it's how you were born to live!

God loves it when the giver delights in the giving. - 2 Corinthians 9:7 TM

A kid who'd just learned to tie his shoes was crying, so his Mom asked, "Is it that hard?" "No," he sobbed, "but now I'll have to do it for the rest of my life!" Is that how you feel about giving? You want to learn, but you're not sure about doing it for the rest of your life?


Some swallows were teaching their young to fly from a branch overhanging a lake. One by one they pushed each of the chicks to the end, until, somewhere between the branch and the water, they discovered they could fly. Their parents knew what they didn't - until you learn to fly, you're not really living!


Guess what? Giving is an action designed into you by God; it's the air into which you were born! But until you realise that, you'll cling desperately to everything you can. Listen, "Whoever sows generously will also reap generously" (2Co 9:6 NIV). Everything begins with a seed. Your seed is anything that can multiply: love, time or money. Your harvest is what comes back to you in benefits like joy, relationships or finances. If what you have today is not enough to be a harvest, use it as a seed and allow God to multiply it back to you. Try out-giving God. Go ahead, you'll love the results! Giving is like flying; only when you let go of what you're clinging to and launch out, do you realise, "This is how I was born to live!"
