A quiet moment of reflection

11 January 2006
TRANSPARENCY

So what does transparency mean? Some of the answers we came up with were: the ligt can shine through; see what’s inside; honest; clear; straightforward; true; upfront; and sharing. 

We saw that Jesus taught his disciples – with the multitudes watching. Jesus talked to his disciples calling them the “salt of the earth:  and the “light of the world”. To be present-day disciples we need to be transparent and try to follow a life that would make Jesus proud of us – and also because” the multitude” are watching us. We saw that we too had been part of the multitude and that through one of more “disciples” we had got to know more about Jesus and His role in our life. We discussed how we too can play that role for others.
Matthew 4:25 - 5:2

25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,[f] Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying:
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

 13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

Verse-a-week club commentary
It’s approximately the second year of his ministry.  Jesus has been teaching, preaching, healing and proclaiming the Gospel throughout Galilee.  He has some disciples that are still early in the learning stage and a following from the world about him.  

Visualize the following with me.  I believe it is a major truth shown very simplistically.  
Jesus sees the multitude, he knows their needs, but calls his disciples to him and teaches them.  Not the Multitude, he teaches his disciples.  

The multitude is privileged to listen.  Jesus teaches his disciples with an audience in attendance.  (Notice no pulpit between them.)  
How do we know that the message was for his disciples, not the multitude?  
Read on.  Verses 3-12 talk of the blessings that are owned by those who are His (persecuted for his sake.)  

Disciples or Multitude?  In Verses 13-20 they are called the Salt of the earth and the Light of the world as they shine glory on God thru their good works.  

Disciples or Multitude?  It becomes even clearer as you close your eyes and see a truth that escapes so many.  The disciples stand/sit between Jesus and the multitude.  So, in order to see Jesus, the multitude has to "see" through the Disciples.  

Read that last line again for the first time.  To see Jesus the multitude has to "see" Jesus through the Disciples.  It was the same then as it is now.  
We are the Light that glorifies God through our good works.  
We are the salt that flavors and preserves.  
The multitude "sees" through us!  

What a responsibility, what a task and what a reward.  It is our honor to show others what we have been blest to see through his Disciples.  We used to be the Multitude.  And so the example continues....
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