Transformed by Trouble

2 Corinthians 4:17 (Niv)
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.
God has a purpose behind every problem.

1 Peter 4:12 (Nit)
Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you. 

John 16:33 (Niv)

Jesus said, "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

God uses problems to draw you closer to himself.

Psalm 34:18 (Nlt)
18The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those who are crushed in spirit.

We learn things about God in suffering that we can’t learn any other way. 

God could have kept Joseph out of jail:
20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. Genesis 39:20-23 (Niv)

God could have kept Jeremiah from being tossed into a slimy pit:

So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king's son, which was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. Jeremiah 38:6 (Niv)

God could have kept Daniel out of the lion’s den:

16 The king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel's situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 21 Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. Daniel 6:16-23 (Niv)

God could have kept Paul from being shipwrecked three times:

25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 2 Corinthians 11:25-27 (Niv)

God could have kept the Hebrew young men from being thrown into the blazing furnace:


    16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, "Certainly, O king." 25 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. Daniel 3:16-27 (Niv)
But God did not stop any of these things from happening. He let those problems happen, and every one of those persons was drawn closer to God as a result. Problems also force us to look to God and to depend on him instead of ourselves. 

2 Corinthians 1:9:
9In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we learned not to rely on ourselves, but on God who can raise the dead

Because GOD is sovereignly in control, accidents are just incidents in God’s good plan for you. 

Romans 8:28-29 (Nlt)

28We know that God causes everything to work together[a] for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 29For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters. 

[a]: Romans 8:28 Some manuscripts read And we know that everything works together.
Every problem is a character building opportunity, and the more difficult it is, the greater the potential for building spiritual muscle and moral fiber. 

Romans 5:3-4 (Tniv):
3 ...we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Peter 1:7 (Ncv)
7These [troubles] have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.

James 1:3 (The Message)
Under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors

Since God intends to make you like Jesus, he will take you through the same experiences Jesus went through. 


Hebrews 5:8-9 (Niv)

Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Romans 8:17 (The Message)
We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we're certainly going to go through the good times with him! 
Problems don’t automatically produce what God intends. Many people become bitter, rather than better, and never grow up. You have to respond the way Jesus would. 


1. To deal with suffering as Jesus did, remember that God’s plan is good. 

11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 (Niv)

Joseph understood this truth when he told his brothers who had sold him into slavery. 

20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. Genesis 50:20 (Niv)

Hezekiah echoed the same sentiment about his life-threatening illness:

It was for my own good that I had such hard times. Isaiah 38:17 (Civ)

The secret of endurance is to remember that your pain is temporary but your reward will be eternal. 

God is doing what is best for us, training us to live God's holy best. Hebrews 12:10 (The Message)
2We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish.[a] He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy he knew would be his afterward. Now he is seated in the place of highest honor beside God's throne in heaven. Hebrews 12:2 (Nlt)

24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. Hebrews 11:24-26 (Niv)

17For our present troubles are quite small and won't last very long. Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever! 2 Corinthians 4:17 (Nlt)


If we are to share Christ’s glory, we must also share his suffering. What we suffer now is nothing to compare to the glory he will give us later. Romans 8:17-18 (Nlt)


Luke 6:23 (Ncv): Be full of joy [when you are persecuted], because you have a great reward waiting for you in heaven. 

2. To deal with suffering as Jesus did, we must rejoice and give thanks in the midst of it 

18Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5:18 (Niv)
4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Philippians 4:4 (Niv)
3. To deal with suffering as Jesus did, refuse to give up.

Let the process go until your endurance is fully developed, and you will find that you have become men and women of mature character...with no weak spots. James 1:3-4 (PH).
You need to stick it out, staying with God's plan so you'll be there for the promised completion. Hebrews 10:36 (The Message)
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