A quiet moment of reflection

15 March 2006
MIRACLES

Another great discussion today. We tried to define what a “miracle” is and came up with: “breaks the normal rules of nature” and “can’t be logically explained”. “Supernatural” and a “sudden change” were also considered to be aspects of miracles. 


We first looked at the story of the man with leprosy (and reflected on the wording of the two gospels that report it and how it just emphasized the reality of the episode). We discussed the incredible courage and faith of the leper (lepers were considered outcasts and shunned due to the contagious nature of their disease), who despite his illness and the consequences turned to Jesus for help. His faith was also coupled with great humility “Lord, if you are willing” – note, not “if you can” – the leper knew that Jesus could. 

We then looked at the story of the centurion and his servant. How once again somebody showed courage and faith (centurions were part of the occupying Roman army and as such were in control – yet he chose to turn to Jesus too), asked Jesus for help – not for him, but for his servant. Here again was somebody who had faith that Jesus would intervene – even at a distance. We discussed how we did not know whether the servant believed in Jesus or not, and that what mattered was the faith of the centurion. 

What can we learn from these two stories? We saw that today we too can pray for ourselves and also pray intercessionary prayers for others – believers and non-believers. In this respect we looked at the verse in Philippines and also at John 16:24: “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”
Matthew 8:1-4
The Man With Leprosy 

1When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2A man with leprosy[a] came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." 

3Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured[b] of his leprosy. 4Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 

Mark 1:40-45

A Man With Leprosy 

40A man with leprosy[f] came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." 

41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

43Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44"See that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 

45Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

Matthew 8:5-13

The Faith of the Centurion 

5When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 

7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 

8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

13Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.

Philippians 4:6
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
