A quiet moment of reflection

22 March 2006
Will A Man Rob God: Tithing 

We had a very interesting and thought-provoking discussion on tithing. For some of us, it was the first time we had heard this concept of giving one-tenth of the first fruits (i.e. one-tenth of your gross salary) to the Lord.  We saw however that it was not actually “giving” but rather “returning” to the Lord some of the many blessings He has given us. We saw through these bible passages that God is inviting us to do this – not because He needs the money, but rather to show Him that we trust him to look after us. We saw that tithing is an “act of faith” – a statement that “we trust you Lord”. 

Some of those attending already tithe and shared with the QM some of their experiences.  We learnt that usually the tithe (the 10% of your gross income) goes to your local church, i.e. “where you are being fed spiritually”. These “first fruits” are brought to the “treasure house” (Nehemiah 10:37-38) and is used by the church to “move the Christian message forward”.

There was a long question and answer period where it was emphasised that those who do not (yet) tithe should not be feeling guilty but should bring it to God in prayer. Most of us left the meeting thoroughly stimulated. Since the subject is so vast, we will be returning to it after Easter.
1. Tithe (Origin Hebrew, Noun – Old Testament)

rX[m Ma`aser (mah-as-ayr'); 

· tenth part 

· payment of a tenth part 

2. Tithe (Origin Greek, Verb – New Testament)

dekatovw Dekatoo (dek-at-o'-o); or ajpodekateuvw Apodekatoo (ap-od-ek-at-o'-o); 

· to exact or receive the tenth part 

· to pay tithes 

Tithe

a tenth of the produce of the earth consecrated and set apart for special purposes. The dedication of a tenth to God was recognized as a duty before the time of Moses and continues until today. 
Principle of Tithing from the Bible
Paid by Abraham to Melchizedek 

Genesis 14:20

And blessed be [f] God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
Hebrews 7:5-6

5Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people—that is, their brothers—even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. 6This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.
Jacob vows a tenth of all his property to God 
Genesis 28:22 

and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.
Mosaic laws instituting 

Leviticus 27:30-32

30 A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 31 If a man redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. 32 The entire tithe of the herd and flock—every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod—will be holy to the LORD.
Numbers 18:21&24

21 "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.
24 Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said concerning them: 'They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.'

Deuteronomy 12:6&17
6 there bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

17 You must not eat in your own towns the tithe of your grain and new wine and oil, or the firstborn of your herds and flocks, or whatever you have vowed to give, or your freewill offerings or special gifts.
Deuteronomy 14:22-23

22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always.

A tithe of tithes for the priests
Nehemiah 10:37,38

37 "Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the priests, the first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and oil. And we will bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all the towns where we work. 38 A priest descended from Aaron is to accompany the Levites when they receive the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a tenth of the tithes up to the house of our God, to the storerooms of the treasury.
Numbers 18:26

26 "Speak to the Levites and say to them: 'When you receive from the Israelites the tithe I give you as your inheritance, you must present a tenth of that tithe as the LORD's offering.

Hebrews 7.5

5Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people—that is, their brothers—even though their brothers are descended from Abraham.
Philippians 4:6
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
