A quiet moment of reflection

25 January 2006
IN TANDEM
What does being in tandem with someone mean? Our discussions brought out the following: being together; depending on each other; going in the same direction; a parallel action; reciprocity; etc. 


The theme today was being “in tandem” with God – we illustrated this with the bicycle story – when we take God into our life, we still usually like to be in the front leading, with God behind; yet, things can change in very unexpected and better ways when we exchange the driving seat with God and trust in Him!. We also looked at, the beautiful story of God’s yoke (Matthew 11) and how he helps us when we are tired and weary. We also read through Max Lucado’s climbing story (see below), when we can always trust in the harness of the Holy Spirit and the rope of the Word of God.. 


We put Jesus’s promise of being with us always (Matt.28:20) into the context of the passage: He was talking to his disciples who were following HIS will – as we too strive to do today.

Matthew 28:16-20

16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 28:20

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Matthew 11:28-30

28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

Matthew 28:20

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Jude 24 NIV
“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you  before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the  only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  

Amen”
Matthew 28:20

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
HELD BY HIS HANDS
by Max Lucado

You and I are on a great climb. The wall is high, and the stakes are higher.

You took your first step the day you confessed Christ as the Son of God. He gave you his harness—the Holy Spirit. In your hands he placed a rope—his Word.

Your first steps were confident and strong, but with the journey came weariness, and with the height came fear. You lost your footing. You lost your focus. You lost your grip, and you fell. For a moment, which seemed like forever, you tumbled wildly. Out of control. Out of self-control. Disoriented. Dislodged. Falling.

But then the rope tightened, and the tumble ceased. You hung in the harness and found it to be strong. You grasped the rope and found it  to be true. You looked at your guide and found Jesus securing your  soul. With a sheepish confession, you smiled at him and he smiled at you, and the journey resumed.

Now you are wiser. You have learned to go slowly. You are careful. You are cautious, but you are also confident. You trust the rope. You  rely on the harness. And though you can’t see your guide, you know  him. You know he is strong. You know he is able to keep you from falling.

And you know you are only a few more steps from the top. So whatever you do, don’t quit. Though your falls are great, his strength is greater. You will make it. You will see the summit. You will stand at the top. And when you get there, the first thing you’ll do is join with all the others who have made the climb and sing this verse:

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the  only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  

Amen” (Jude 24 NIV).

