A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)
6 December 2006
LOVE

(from Lifeway Newsletter)
Even though we were a small group today, we had a really thought-provoking Quiet Moment reflecting on the different aspects of Love. Although many different points came up, we consistently referred back to 1 John 4:10 and spent some time in silence meditating on this verse. We then considered how Jesus died on the cross for us and God’s love in sending his son as a “sacrifice for our sins”.


We saw how the New Testament was written in Koine Greek – “the most precise instrument for the convenyance of human thought that the world has ever known”. Koine Greek has several words representing different aspects of love: eros (sexual love), storge (family affection), philia (heart love) and agape (“the noblest form of love” and “to do with the mind.” The love in 1 Corinthians 13 is this agape love. We took quite some time to look at the 14 different explanations of “love” (v. 4-7) ending with “love never fails”. You may wish to take some time to think about that as we did – especially in light of Jesus’ command in Matthew 5:44 to “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”.
1 John 4:10 

Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us.

1 John 4:7-12

God's Love and Ours 

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
John 3:16

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Matthew 22:34-37

The Greatest Commandment 

34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 

36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

1 John 3:23
Now this is His command: that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.
John 13:34-35
34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

1 Corinthians 13

Love 

1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

I Corinthians 2:9

However, as it is written: 
"No eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him"[
Psalm 136:2

Give thanks to the God of gods. His love is eternal.
Daily Prayer
Gracious Father, I see that before I can love, I must comprehend how much I am loved. Help me be aware that in my heart I have the most aggressive Lover in the universe. I am eternally grateful. Amen.
When we perceive how much God loves us, an amazing effect is produced in our personalities - we begin to love like Him. We cannot help it. 
Love - agape love - is not the fruit of labor; it is a response. 
When we stand at the foot of Calvary, the place where the love of God is fully focused and caught up, the scales drop from our eyes, and our own love flames in response. We love Him because He first loved us. 

Teresa of Avila tells how one day, going into her private room, she noticed a picture of our Lord being scourged before His crucifixion. She must have seen it hundreds of times, but in that moment of revelation she saw it as she had never seen it before. She saw God suffering -  suffering for love and suffering for her. 

The revelation sent her to her knees sobbing in pain and wonder, and when she arose, she was a changed woman. The revelation of Calvary's love was the great divide in her life. She said that she arose with a sense of "unpayable debt" and went out to share God's realized love with others. 

Don't try to manufacture love. 
Linger in the shadow of the Cross. The love of God finds its most burning expression there. 
Meditate on it. Contemplate it. Remember that heaven knows no higher strategy for begetting love in mortal hearts than by granting us a vision of how much we are loved, a vision strong enough to evoke a response in our hearts - and by that answering love begotten in us by the Holy Spirit, we are freed and purged and saved. 

