A quiet moment of reflection

8 March 2006
LOVE
We had a lively discussion today (not long enough!) on “Love”. So, what exactly is love? We came up with: acceptance of faults, a sacrifice (especially parents!), extreme affection, concern, it is unconditional, brings happiness and pleausre, a duty, positive, warm, giving and taking, passionate and that is can also involve taking risks and feeling vulnerable and fearful. We recognized that there was a diference between being “in love” and loving somebody – there is a definite choice involved. The Proverbs quote brought the comment that hatred pulls you down, whilst loving is about encouraging and pushing people up – and consequently pushing yourself up too. We discussed how “loving your neighbour” wasn’t always easy, but saw from Matthew that we should “pray for those who persecute” us. At least this is a first step – and also to pray that God will change our hearts to accept others. Hating people (the opposite of loving people) will leave all bleeding – we can win a (verbal) “battle”, but will eventually lose the war since there is never peace when hatred rules. Hating is destructive – loving is edifying.

We will definitely be looking at this subject again since we had run out of time and had to rush through the last verses.

I have also added the poem I received from one of the Qmers and didn’t have time to read.
Proverbs 10:12

Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.

Leviticus 19:18

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

Galatians 5:13-15

13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

Matthew 5:43-48
Love for Enemies 

43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor[h] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies[i] and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Luke 6:27-38
Love for Enemies 

27"But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

John 13:34-35

34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
1 John 4:7-12
God's Love and Ours 

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son[b] into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for[c] our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
John 3:16

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Romans 8:35-39

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
.........

38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[m] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Philippians 4:6-7

"be anxious for nothing...and God's peace, which passes human understanding will guard his heart and mind in Christ." 

Around the corner I have a  friend, 
In this great city that has no end, 
Yet the days go by and  weeks rush on, 
And before I know it, a year is gone. 
And I never see  my old friends face, 
For life is a swift and terrible race, 
He knows I  like him just as well, 
As in the days when I rang his bell. 
And he  rang mine but we were younger then, 
And now we are busy, tired  men. 
Tired of playing a foolish game, 
Tired of trying to make a  name. 
"Tomorrow" I say! "I will call on Jim 
Just to show that I'm  thinking of him." 
But tomorrow comes and tomorrow goes, 
And distance  between us grows and grows. 
Around the corner, yet miles away, 
"Here's  a telegram sir," "Jim died today." 
And that's what we get and deserve in  the end. 
Around the corner, a vanished friend. 
Remember to always  say what you mean. 
If you love someone, tell them. 
Don't be afraid to  express yourself. 
Reach out and tell someone what they mean to you. 
Because when you decide that it is the right time it might be too late. 
Seize the day. Never have regrets. 
And most  importantly, stay close to your friends and family, for they have helped  make you the person that you are today. 
