A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)
10 January 2007
Beginnings/The Primary Focus

Our first meeting of 2007 was a very thought-provoking one! We looked at different beginnings – whether that of a new year (and our resolutions to improve our life), to a new relationship to a new life (a new baby or a new way of living) and the celebration that brings. We then looked at books and how the first paragraph was the one that usually decided whether we would be reading it or not. The bible is the most important book around – and so we looked at the first line: In the beginning God...  We discussed this at some length – realizing the centrality of God and He was around before the beginning, linking this to the verse in Revelation referring to God as the alpha and the omega – ever eternal. We saw how Jesus put God first in the worldwide prayer “Our Father”. We looked at all the blessings that would come to us if we changed from a human-centred attitude to a God-centred one (see some provocative comments in the Everyday with Jesus commentaries at the bottom). 

By referring back to Genesis and John and seeing how God is our creator, we recognized the necessity of making him central to our life and moving ever more towards Him. Since this can be difficult to do in today’s society, the two prayers at the bottom are particularly appropriate to help us do this, with God’s grace.

Genesis 1.1

In the beginning God...
John 1
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 

3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood[a] it.

Matthew 6:9-10

9"This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " 'Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:33-34
33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.But seek first the kingdom of God . . . and all these things will be provided for you.
Psalm 73: 27-28
27 Those who are far from you will perish; 
       you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 
28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. 
       I have made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; 
       I will tell of all your deeds.
James 4:8

Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.

Prayer : O Father, from this day help me determine to make You my primary focus. And give me the grace and strength to maintain it, through all the vicissitudes and uncertainties of the days ahead. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Prayer: Father, I am grateful for the promise of Your Word to me today that when I draw near to You, You will draw near to me. Help me put those words to the test by moving closer to You than I have ever done before. In Jesus’name. Amen.

===================
(Source: Everday with Jesus)
We focus on what is without doubt the most noble and loftiest of themes: the nature and character of God. I have noticed that Christians, generally speaking, seem to be preoccupied with knowing more about themselves rather than knowing more about God. Ask any Christian bookshop manager: "What are the best-selling books?" Not those that unfold for us the nature of God, but those that direct us toward such things as how to get a better self-image, how to manage money, how to find inner healing, how to get more excitement out of life, and so on. 

Not that these subjects are unimportant, but they are explored in a self-absorbed way that gives the idea that the most important thing in life is knowing ourselves better. It isn't. The most important thing in life is knowing God better.

John Lancaster, a minister in Cardiff, South Wales, in an article entitled "Where on Earth Is God?" asks the question: "Given a choice between attending a seminar, say, on the 'Glory of God in Isaiah' and one on 'The Christian and Sex,' to which would you go?" 

He makes the point also that although the church often answers the questions that people are asking, the real problem may be that people are not asking the right questions. In today's church we are far too mancentered and not God-centered.

It is not by accident, I believe, that the Bible opens with the thunderous acclaim: "In the beginning God." I tell you with all the conviction of which I am capable: if God is not our primary focus, then everything else will soon get out of focus.
=====================================================
Every Day With Jesus - Dec. 22

"Nearer My God to Thee"
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. - JAMES 4:8
The final two verses of Psalm 73 form a conclusion and a resolution. Listen to them here: "Those far from You will certainly perish; You destroy all who are unfaithful to You. But as for me, God's presence is my good. I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, so I can tell about all You do" (vv. 27-28). 
The psalmist has finished his review of the past and is now hammering out a philosophy with which to face the future. He is resolved that no matter what anyone else may do, he is going to live in close companionship with God. He helps us to see the importance of this resolution by putting it in the form of a contrast: "Those far from You will certainly perish . . . but as for me, God's presence is my good."

Really, when it comes down to it, there are only two positions in life - close to God or far away from Him. 
I wonder, as the psalmist penned these words, was something like this going through his mind: "What caused me so much trouble in recent days and accounted for all my difficulties was the fact that I did not keep close to God. I erroneously believed that the cause of my problems was the prosperity of the ungodly, but having entered into the sanctuary of God I see that this was not he cause of my problems at all. My problems came because I had chosen not to remain close to Him. For me there is now only one thing that matters - staying close to God."

How are things with you at this moment? Do you feel close to God? If you don't, then let me put what I want to say in the words of a wayside pulpit that arrested my attention some years ago: "If you feel that God is far away, guess who moved?"

