“To know Jesus and to make Him known”

A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)
11 September 2007
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
COMPASSION
What does compassion mean to us? We had a fantastic discussion on this and came up with “sharing feelings”, “being moved to tears”, “putting yourself in another person’s shoes”. Even though we felt that it involved an element of suffering, we saw that compassion definitely was not the same as “pity” – rather compassion involves an action on our side – a sharing of the suffering, an understanding and a move to act. The Latin root of compassion reveals a “suffering with”, whilst the original Greek definition is “to be moved as to one's bowels, hence to be moved with compassion, have compassion (for the bowels were thought to be the seat of love and pity)”. We also felt that perhaps not everybody feels compassion for the same things –events can strike a different chord and have a different response to different people.

The first four passages of our study show Jesus’s response – his compassion – to the physical needs of different people – the leper, the widow, the blind and the hungry.

The next two passages show Jesus’s compassion to the crowd’s spiritual needs – they were sheep without a shepherd. They were “harassed and helpless” and needed guidance. 

We saw how His feeling of great love guided him and how it should guide us too (“check your motive”!)


There are many acts of compassion in the bible. We looked at one, Luke 10, which tells the story of the Good Samaritan – and what could be considered a surprising act of compassion. We then looked at John 3.16 – the ultimate compassion of God, our Father, to his children. Finally we saw from Colossians 3 how we – “God’s chosen people” - need to act. A challenge isn’t it?

Mark1:40-45
A Man With Leprosy 

40A man with leprosy[f] came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." 

41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

43Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44"See that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 45Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

Matthew 20:34 

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.

Luke 7:12-13
[12] As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out -- the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. [13] When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry."

Mark 8:2 

I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.
Mark 6:34 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

Matthew 9:36 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Luke 10:33

"But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,

John 3:16

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[f] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Colossians 3 

12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

