“To know Jesus and to make Him known”

A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

13 November 2007

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
LEAVING THE NEST AND LEARNING TO FLY
(Source: The Divine Eagle by Selwyn Hughes)
We first discussed what we understood by a nest – we knew that it was a temporary home, we come out of our shell there, protected/safe – and sometimes, it’s just a bit too comfortable and we don’t want to leave (or our children don’t!).


Reading from Selwyn Hughes’ book “The Divine Eagle”, we saw how an eagle makes a wonderful mother, making a soft nest and taking good care of her baby eaglets. One day, however, she starts to destroy the nest and throws the eaglets out. The first one is thrown out and falls like a bullet to the ground – but, just as it’s about to hit the ground, the mother eagle swoops down and catches it on her broad wings. She flies up on high again and repeats the procedure – this time, though, the eaglet flap its wings in fright and learns to fly. The mother eagle does the same for the rest of her babies. And this, Hughes argues, is what God does for us – he “pushes us out of our comfortable nests in order that we might expand our wings and soar towards His highest purpose”. God is pushing out of our nest (our comfort zone) forwards to greater usefulness.  We saw that we too had been programmed to fly and to leave the nest. We could do so in complete trust knowing that God would always be there to catch us and comfort us.

We looked at the different bible verses below and saw how God has always been with His people – like the eagle spreading her wings – viz: Moses leading his people out of Egypt. We found huge comfort in the passage referring to God’s everlasting arms (Deuteronomy 33.27).  We also discussed how the apostles must have felt when Jesus told them He was leaving (John 16) – they had left everything (left their nests!)  to follow Jesus, and now He was leaving them. But, Jesus upturned their nest so they would have something more – the Holy Spirit. In his book Hughes says that in effect Jesus is saying “I will take away my presence, but you will have my omnipresence. Now I am with you, but then I will be in you”. 


We saw, therefore, that the next time we feel our lives have been turned upside down (that we’ve been thrown out of the nest), we should take it as a sign that something better is going to happen and that all we need to do is trust in God.
Deuteronomy 32:9-14

9 For the LORD's portion is his people, 
       Jacob his allotted inheritance. 

10 In a desert land he found him, 
       in a barren and howling waste. 
       He shielded him and cared for him; 
       he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 

11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest 
       and hovers over its young, 
       that spreads its wings to catch them 
       and carries them on its pinions. 

12 The LORD alone led him; 
       no foreign god was with him. 

Exodus 19.4

'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.

Deuteronomy 33:27

The eternal God is your refuge, 
       and underneath are the everlasting arms. 
       He will drive out your enemy before you, 
       saying, 'Destroy him!'

John 16:5-16

The Work of the Holy Spirit 

5"Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 
7But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt[a] in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 

16"In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me."

James 1:2-6
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
Psalm 103:1-5
1 Praise the LORD, O my soul; 
       all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, 
       and forget not all his benefits- 

3 who forgives all your sins 
       and heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from the pit 
       and crowns you with love and compassion, 

5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
       so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
Isaiah 40:31
 but those who hope in the LORD 
       will renew their strength. 
       They will soar on wings like eagles; 
       they will run and not grow weary, 
       they will walk and not be faint.

