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God responds to our distressing circumstances

Today’s message was based on Exodus 4:1-9.

However, we started by looking at Exodus 4:10-11. This gave us some information about Moses’ character

10Then Moses said to the LORD, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue." 

 11The LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

 Moses stammered and complained about this handicap to God. We saw that this handicap resulted in Moses being a man of action rather than a man of words.

-Killing an Egyptian whom he caught fighting a fellow Israelite Exodus 2:11-12

-Helping girls at the well Exodus 2:17

In answering Moses (Exodus4:11) God made reference not only to his speech problem, but equally to the senses of sight.  By this God was trying to put Moses’ focus on both his mighty power and the fact that understanding could be gained from both hearing and observation.

God knew that Moses was a Man of Action. By sending him to the Israelites, he wanted Moses to stage the details of his Message rather try to narrate it.

With this background in mind, our attention was now focused on Exodus 4:1-9.

1Then Moses said, "What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say, 'The LORD has not appeared to you.'" 

 2The LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" And he said, "A staff." 

 3Then He said, "Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 

 4But the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail"--so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-- 

 5"that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." 

I. Verses 4:1-5 show us that God is Master over our circumstances 
1. Exodus 4:2-4  

If Moses was afraid and fled how comes he was so near when the Lord asked him to pick up the snake by the tail? Remember the Lord said, “Reach out your hand...” surely Moses must have walked back and hid behind the snake. The rod must have been indispensable to him.
2. What is a rod, what is it used for?  

· Moses is a shepherd in his old age
· Rod is vital for sheep rearing

· Directs their path

· Offers support and guidance to old and tired shepherds

· Tester: depth of steam/ speed of water flow- crossing.

· The rod is a slave to the shepherd

· In sheep rearing there are 3 active components. The shepherd conceives, the rod directs and the sheep executes.

· Without a rod, the shepherd is useless. No shepherd ever foregoes his rod for anything. It is part of him. 

· This means he treats it with care and would never throw it on the ground aimlessly!!

3. In this verse, by throwing the rod on the ground, Moses acted =King of Egypt,; the rod, people of Israel; the sheep=people of Egypt.
· Though slaves, the Israelites were responsible for the success of the kingdom yet the King treated them as though they were evil =snake.  
4. Despise his fear Moses picked up the rod because he trusted God. By this, God was promising to restore the Israelites from the evil they were facing.

5. Lesson 
       God is master over our circumstances. But he wants us to believe in him and follow his instructions, even in times of distress.

II. Verse 6-7 shows us that God saves us when we are in deep trouble.

6The LORD furthermore said to him, "Now put your hand into your bosom." So he put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 

7Then He said, "Put your hand into your bosom again." So he put his hand into his bosom again, and when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 

A. Comparison of Joseph (Son of Jacob) and Moses

	Joseph 
	Moses

	  They both spend and initial period with parents before they separated 

	Genesis 37:28
	Exodus 2:10

	 
	 

	A well. No water (37:24) ?
	At a river brink- no water- ?

	 
	 

	               Joseph and Moses both Lived under the care of wealthy people

	Genesis 39:1
	Exodus 2:10

	 
	 

	                  Joseph and Moses were  each forced into “ Exile” 

	Genesis 39:20
	Exodus 2:15

	 
	 

	In exile, both Joseph and Moses are "put in charge of flock" by their masters 

	Genesis 39:22
	Exodus 3:1

	 
	 

	                                         Other important points 

	 
	 

	Joseph is first to reach Egypt
	Moses is first to leave Egypt

	 
	 

	Joseph ends up close to the King
	Moses starts by being close to the King


From here what do you deduce? Did God “Reverse engineer” Joseph to give Moses?

B. Is God talking about the history of the Israelites from the time of Joseph-Moses?

· Leprosy in the Bible simple refers to diseases= sickness. Bear in mind that the Lord is making Moses act what he cannot say. What then does this action with his hands mean?

God is the heart, the ribs (12 pairs in adult man) represent the 12 tribes of Israel. The Israelites being close and dear to God.

C. Explanation of verses 6& 7. I put you who are dear to me, under the leadership of Joseph, now you are sick. Now I am putting you, who are dear to me, under the leadership of Moses; and your sickness, shall return to joy!!!

D. Application. When we trust in God, he responds to our cry to rescue, taking away our pain and restoring our health.

III. Verse 8-9 show us that without God’s help we are doomed in our distress.

8"If they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign, they may believe the witness of the last sign. 

9"But if they will not believe even these two signs or heed what you say, then you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water which you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground." 

A. Why God changes our distressing circumstances.

 We have a limit and God knows our limit. (1 Corinthians 10:13). And he has compassion on us as we face these difficulties.

B. Explanation of  Exodus 4:8-10

· water on land  changing to blood.. 

· When water overflows the rivers, they cause floods, destruction, death.

C. Illustration

 Think of Tsunami, Katrina, Noah and the ark ( Genesis 7:17)

D. Application

· If we do not put God in control, our problems would overwhelm us. 

CONCLUSION

1. God responds to our distressing circumstances. Surely you can remember times of distress when God rushed to your aid.

2. This week, take time to document when God responded to your distress. How did he do it? Personally, through some body? Through the scriptures? When did it happen?

