“To know Jesus and make him known”

A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)
21 February 2007

THANKSGIVING

Is our response to God's Goodness “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

CHRISTIANS ARE NOT IMMUNE FROM TROUBLES

Like the rest of humanity, Christians:

· Lose their jobs

· Have car wreck

· Have dental problems and sick kids

Therefore, pain will come, but we must still thank God.

WHY ARE WE OBLIGATED TO THANK GOD

· God’s Faithfulness

· HIS PRESERVING CARE EXEMPLIFIED » To Noah and his family, at the time of the flood (Genesis 6:8,13-21;;8:1,15,16)
· HIS PRESERVING CARE EXEMPLIFIED » To Lot, when Sodom was destroyed (Genesis 19)
· HIS PRESERVING CARE EXEMPLIFIED » Paul and Silas (Acts 16:26-39)
· INSTANCES OF » The mission of Joseph (Genesis 39:2,3,23;45:7,8;50:20; Psalms 105:17-22 

· For God's goodness to righteous men (Psalms 23;;;;;;;;) to individuals (Psalms 9;;;;;;;;;;)

· For God's attributes (Psalms 8;;;;;;;;;;;; 

ANY TESTIMONY ABOUT GOD’S GOODNESS IN YOUR LIFE?

· Things you want to thank God for – answered prayers?

WHY SHOULD WE TRUST GOD IN TIMES OF TROUBLE?

We must trust God at all times (good or bad) because he instructed us to do so.

· Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God- Philippians 4:6

· Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful - Colossians 4:2
· Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, [Or through the darkest valley] I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me 

· Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, [Some manuscripts And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God] who [Or works together with those who love him to bring about what is good—with those who] have been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us 
Psalm 8

A psalm of David.

1 O LORD, our Lord, 
       how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
       You have set your glory 
       above the heavens. 

2 From the lips of children and infants 
       you have ordained praise [b] 
       because of your enemies, 
       to silence the foe and the avenger. 

3 When I consider your heavens, 
       the work of your fingers, 
       the moon and the stars, 
       which you have set in place, 

4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 
       the son of man that you care for him? 

5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings [c] 
       and crowned him with glory and honor. 

6 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 
       you put everything under his feet: 

7 all flocks and herds, 
       and the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the air, 
       and the fish of the sea, 
       all that swim the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Lord, 
       how majestic is your name in all the earth!

