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ENHANCING OUR COMMUNICATION WITH GOD

Communication is a two-way process. We communicate with God through prayer. One of the ways God communicates to us is through reading his Word. Okwen showed us on an extremely interesting method to analyse bible texts – to see what God is trying to teach us.

From the Isaiah passage we first looked at the verbs in verse 11: accomplish, achieve, sent. We saw that God is also a God of action. We saw from the Joshua verse that we too need to act (meditate, be careful) and that there would be consequences of our actions (prosperous and successful).


The idea is to analyse bible text through finding first the subject, then the theme, the message and the application. We applied this to the verses from Matthew first looking for the nouns and then gradually developing the subject/theme/message/application. We saw that the subject was “worry”, the theme “do not worry” or “why worry”, the message “trust God” and “seek God”. What is the application? How are we going to apply it? We decided that it was to trust God.


Okwen ended with a challenge: to test the method. He offered the following passages of interest: 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Exodus 4:1-9, Mathew 8:23-27, Mathew 5:27-30, Mathew 18:7-9 (most reproduced below). For each of them, try to find the subject, theme, message, and application. We can discuss our experiences in a future meeting. 

Isaiah 55:10-11 (New International Version)

10 As the rain and the snow 
       come down from heaven, 
       and do not return to it 
       without watering the earth 
       and making it bud and flourish, 
       so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
       It will not return to me empty, 
       but will accomplish what I desire 
       and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

Joshua 1:8 (New International Version)

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

Matthew 6:25-34 (New International Version)

25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 

28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 

33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 5:27-30 (New International Version)

27"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (English Standard Version)

4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Matthew 18:7-9 (New Living Translation)

 7 “What sorrow awaits the world, because it tempts people to sin. Temptations are inevitable, but what sorrow awaits the person who does the tempting. 8 So if your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one hand or one foot than to be thrown into eternal fire with both of your hands and feet. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.
