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SEEKING IMMORTALITY
We discussed how immortality is granted by God’s grace.  He is aware that we sin against him continually, but surely if we do our best to improve during our lives, and in our hearts we are truly repentant in the end, we trust we will be with Him.
We had different ideas of what everlasting life could be, or how soon we could attain it.  Do we go straight to His presence on death, or is there a time of ‘purification’ to atone for our sins? For example, in the parable of the workers at the vineyard, even those who worked a short time got the same reward at the end of the day.

What form will immortality take? We also looked at the Revelation to John, which describes a city with twelve gates, where there is no sun or moon or temple, since God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb (Jesus).  Nothing ‘unclean’ may enter there, so we presume that hell is being deprived of the presence and light of God.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
We sometimes read about eccentric millionaires who arrange to be frozen and have put their wealth in trusts, which they believe will be waiting for them when scientists resuscitate them in the future.
They evidently seek a different kind of immortality to that to which Christians aspire, but even if resuscitation were possible, to seek eternal life apart from God is meaningless.  
Humans are mortal, a word derived from the Latin mortalis, meaning death. God could have created humans as immortal right from the start, as He did with the angels, but He didn't. However, those who choose to repent and obey God, on His terms, will be made immortal, never again subject to illness, injury or death, while those who choose to rebel and defy God will be condemned forever.

Romans 2:6-8 
“He will give to each person according to what he has done. To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, He will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.”
Humans can only be saved by the grace of God, through the blood sacrifice of Jesus. We cannot save ourselves. It is accorded us by the grace and goodness of God:
"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing." (John 15:5 RSV)

1John5: 11-14
“And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”
With the coming of Jesus, the means of finding immortality was made more clear: 
2 Timothy 1:8-10(NIV)... join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Our response to our mortality should not be to preserve our physical bodies, but to be ready for our own death thereby receiving the benefits of eternal life in Jesus.
Origins of the word 'immortality'. (according to the authors of the KJV)

Immortality is translated from two different Greek words: the first being 'athanasia.' This is a combination of two Greek words which literally mean 'no death.' This word means 'never ending existence' or 'the state of being incapable of death.' It is used to describe the resurrection body in 1 Cor 15:43, 53.
The second word is 'aphtharsia’. This is also a combination of two Greek words which literally mean 'no corruption.' It means 'the state of being incapable of corruption, decomposition, or degeneration.' 
While 'athanasia' reveals that the resurrected will never experience death, but exist for all eternity, 'aphtharsia' reveals that this will not be a mere eternal existence but the fullest life of joy and satisfaction possible, because the resurrected cannot experience any degeneration in the functions of body or mind. No corruption will disrupt the bliss of the eternal state.
While believers experience everlasting life now as a present possession, they look forward to the resurrection when they will at last be immortal and incorruptible in body as well as in soul.
