“To know Jesus and make him known”

A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)
31 January and 6 February 2007
VISION
Since we found “vision” to be such an interesting and vast subject, we decided to spend two sessions looking at it. First, we discussed what “vision” actually meant and saw that it covered a wide range of ideas: a dream/mental picture/revelation and prophecy; or foresight/prediction; or the actual ability to see/eyesight.

Vision also implies a sense of direction – where are we going? How do we want to lead our life? Vision is not always clear and we saw that the answers to these questions meant that we had to stop and think and reflect (see the notes on an earlier QM!) on what we wanted – and what we did not want. We saw therefore that vision meant going from where we are now to where we want to be. And in a Christian sense? We saw that vision is the gap between where we are now and where God would like us to be. What is God’s vision for our life? How do we know what it is? Why is vision so important? For answers to the first two questions, we saw that we needed to pray for guidance. The answer to the last question is that it draws us nearer to God and this will then guide our actions.

We looked at the passage from Exodus and saw three different kinds of vision: a personal vision for Moses, a vision of God Himself, and God’s vision for his people. In the passage of Luke, we saw examples of different visions: Mary had a vision (she actually saw) the Angel who told her she would give birth; Joseph had a vision of an angel in a dream; Simeon had received a revelation from the Holy Spirit and then went on to prophesise (v.34), and Anna was a prophetess who “never left the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying” and who too recognized Jesus (v38). All four had received biblical visions – they had heard from God. (We discussed how it was possible to hear from God through sources that do not include angels or a burning bush.)

We saw how the second half of Paul’s “love chapter” (1 Corinthians 13) is a vision of the future – when many of the things the Corinthian church got so hung up on (prophecy, tongues, knowledge) would be insignificant – what is important is love. This chapter flows out of Paul’s understanding of God’s nature. God is love – only by understanding God can Paul describe love.


We saw that God has given each and every one of us a gift and we considered how we could best use our gifts to fit God’s vision for our lives. As somebody said, we should pray our dream.  We looked at St Francis wonderful prayer and saw how this was what Francis envisioned his future to be. We decided to choose one line of his prayer as a personal vision for a few weeks, trying to put it into practise (e.g. “it is in pardoning that we are pardoned” or “where there is despair, hope”). We concluded by looking at the famous hymn “Be thou my vision” – considering that we need to go from a man-centred vision, to a God-centred vision.

So, what’s your vision? 
Exodus 3:1-12

Moses and the Burning Bush 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up." 

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" 
      And Moses said, "Here I am." 

5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 

11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 

Luke 2:22-40

22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
      you now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
      and for glory to your people Israel." 

33The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

36There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

1 Corinthians 13

Love 

1If I speak in the tongues[a] of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury,pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

================================================
Be thou my vision

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Be Thou my battle Shield, Sword for the fight;
Be Thou my Dignity, Thou my Delight;
Thou my soul’s Shelter, Thou my high Tower:
Raise Thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

