“To know Jesus and to make him known”
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4 April 2007

SIGNS/THANKSGIVING
So what kind of signs are there? We saw that’s signs can: direct, inform or warn us; they are a symbol/logo/advert/part of an identity; be a premonition/thought, or a result/outcome. We saw how often the bible uses signs to inform and direct, e.g. the angels telling the shepherds how to find baby Jesus. (Max Lucado’s commentary below offers more examples).


The sign placed above Jesus (JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.) when he was crucified told people (see John 19:20 below) who He was. It was in the three languages most commonly used at that time. We did a quick round of our QM group and found that there were nine different mother tongues among the 14 of us present (15 if you count Joy’s little baby Rocco!). And each of us present was there to learn more about Jesus. So we can see how the sign on the cross that Jesus is King has reached us today and will continue to reach others in the future. We saw, therefore, that God speaks all languages, teaching us (Psalm 32:8) and instructing us (Job 22:22)

We agreed that it was something to be joyful about and offered thanks. Using 1 Chronicles 16:34, we each spent a few quiet moments to thank God for something particular that has happened in our lives. We found at the end of this time that we had a list of things to be thankful for – not just one! 


Since we were celebrating the fourth anniversary of the Quiet Moment, we ended up by thanking God for the many people who have been part of this group in the past four years (but who have since either retired or returned to their own country: Rod, Londa, Hitomi, James, Richard), for their encouragement and support. 


We finally thanked God for these four years and that we have had the great opportunity to meet together on a weekly basis in His name and “to know Jesus and make him known”. 
John 19:16-22

16Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

19Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
20Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 
21The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." 

22Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." 

Psalm 32:8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
       I will counsel you and watch over you.

Job 22:21-22
21"Submit to God and be at peace with him; 
       in this way prosperity will come to you. 

22 Accept instruction from his mouth 
       and lay up his words in your heart.

John 15

9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

1 Thessalonians 5

16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 55:12
12You will go out in joy 
       and be led forth in peace; 
       the mountains and hills 
       will burst into song before you, 
       and all the trees of the field 
       will clap their hands.

1 Chronicles 16:34
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
       his love endures forever.

Psalm 145:1-21
A psalm of praise. Of David. 

1 I will exalt you, my God the King; 
       I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day I will praise you 
       and extol your name for ever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; 
       his greatness no one can fathom. 

4 One generation will commend your works to another; 
       they will tell of your mighty acts. 

5 They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
       and I will meditate on your wonderful works. [b] 

6 They will tell of the power of your awesome works, 
       and I will proclaim your great deeds. 

7 They will celebrate your abundant goodness 
       and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 
       slow to anger and rich in love. 

9 The LORD is good to all; 
       he has compassion on all he has made. 

10 All you have made will praise you, O LORD; 
       your saints will extol you. 

11 They will tell of the glory of your kingdom 
       and speak of your might, 

12 so that all men may know of your mighty acts 
       and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
       and your dominion endures through all generations. 
       The LORD is faithful to all his promises 
       and loving toward all he has made. [c] 

14 The LORD upholds all those who fall 
       and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all look to you, 
       and you give them their food at the proper time. 

16 You open your hand 
       and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 
       and loving toward all he has made. 

18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
       to all who call on him in truth. 

19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 
       he hears their cry and saves them. 

20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 
       but all the wicked he will destroy. 

21 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. 
       Let every creature praise his holy name 
       for ever and ever.

I Will Speak to You in Your Language

by Max Lucado, 21.3.07
The framer of our destiny is familiar with our denseness. God knows we sometimes miss the signs. Maybe that’s why he has given us so many. The rainbow after the flood signifies God’s covenant. Circumcision identifies God’s chosen, and the stars portray the size of his family. Even today, we see signs in the New Testament church. Communion is a sign of his death, and baptism is a sign of our spiritual birth. Each of these signs symbolizes a greater spiritual truth.

The most poignant sign, however, was found on the cross. A trilingual, hand-painted, Roman-commissioned sign.


Every passerby could read the sign, for every passerby could read Hebrew, Latin, or Greek—the three great languages of the ancient world. “
Hebrew was the language of Israel, the language of religion; 
Latin the language of the Romans, the language of law and government; and 
Greek the language of Greece, the language of culture. 

Christ was declared king in them all.” God had a message for each. “Christ is king.” 
The message was the same, but the languages were different. Since Jesus was a king for all people, the message would be in the tongues of all people.

There is no language God will not speak. 
Which leads us to a delightful question. What language is he speaking to you? I’m not referring to an idiom or dialect but to the day-to-day drama of your life. God does speak, you know. He speaks to us in whatever language we will understand.

There are times he speaks the “language of abundance.” Is your tummy full? Are your bills paid? Got a little jingle in your pocket? Don’t be so proud of what you have that you miss what you need to hear. 

Are you hearing the “language of need”? Or how about the “language of affliction”? Talk about an idiom we avoid. But you and I both know how clearly God speaks in hospital hallways and sickbeds. 

God speaks all languages—including yours. Has he not said, “I will ... teach you in the way you should go” (Ps. 32:8 NIV)? Are we not urged to “receive instruction from His mouth” (Job 22:22 NASB)? What language is God speaking to you?

And aren’t you glad he is speaking? Aren’t you grateful that he cares enough to talk? Isn’t it good to know that “the LORD tells his secrets to those who respect him” (Ps. 25:14)?

Think a word of thanks to him would be appropriate? And while you’re at it, ask him if you might be missing any signs he is sending your way.
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I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go. 

Genesis 28:15 NIV
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5

"He that believeth shall not make haste" 

Is 28:16.

Jesus said " Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

Matthew 11:28 – 30

Dear God

Thank you that we can be with you and that you are our intimate friend. We want prayer to become more and more a part of our lives so that each and everything we do will be a prayer that ties us closer to you.

Amen

