Quiet Moment – 8 August 2007

Friendship

Friends are an important part of our lives. But friendship, as wonderful as it can be, isn't always easy. It takes time, effort, and the courage to take a risk. As we apply God's wisdom to our lives, friendships will begin to show the healthy, two-way commitment that marks balanced relationships.
What are the marks of a good friendship?
• It "hangs in there."  Proverbs 18:24
    24 A man of many companions may come to ruin, 
       but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

• It shapes your character and reputation—for the good.  Proverbs 27:17-19
    17 As iron sharpens iron, 
       so one man sharpens another. 
18 He who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, 
       and he who looks after his master will be honored. 

    19 As water reflects a face, 
       so a man's heart reflects the man.


• It shows you love one another.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7
    4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

• It shows you are able to lean on each other.  James 5:13-16

    13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
How can I repair a broken friendship?
• Let go of grudges and build bridges instead.  Leviticus 19:17, 18
    17 " 'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.
    18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

• Ask yourself some difficult questions.  Matthew 5:23-24

  23"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
• If possible, keep the matter private between you.  Matthew 18:15-17
    15"If your brother sins against you,[a] go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'[b] 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
• See your own contribution to the rift in your relationship.  Luke 6:37 & 41-42
    37"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 

    41"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.

How can I speak the truth in love and still maintain a friendship?
• Realize a friendship without truth isn't a true friendship.  Proverbs 27:6
  6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, 
       but an enemy multiplies kisses.

• Let go of your anger and resentment.  Ephesians 4:25-27 & 32
    25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26"In your anger do not sin"[a]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 
32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

How can I reach out to people who differ from me in habits, faith, culture, or race? 
• Realize believers are all one in Christ.  Galatians 3:26-29
    26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.


How can I encourage a friend who's going through difficult times?
• Encourage him with God's words.  Isaiah 43:2
 2 When you pass through the waters, 
       I will be with you; 
       and when you pass through the rivers, 
       they will not sweep over you. 
       When you walk through the fire, 
       you will not be burned; 
       the flames will not set you ablaze. 

• Draw on the comfort God's given you.  2 Corinthians 1:3-4
    3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 

Why should I go out of my way to make friends?
• Life goes better with friends.  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
   9 Two are better than one, 
       because they have a good return for their work: 
10 If one falls down, 
       his friend can help him up. 
       But pity the man who falls 
       and has no one to help him up! 

    11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
       But how can one keep warm alone? 

    12 Though one may be overpowered, 
       two can defend themselves. 
       A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

• To live out God's command to "have love for one another."  John 13:34-35
34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."


• Because God tells you to "welcome" others.  Hebrews 13:1, 2
1Keep on loving each other as brothers.

 • Remember God doesn't limit Himself to ‘nice’ people.    Mark 2:15-17
15While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the "sinners" and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: "Why does he eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 

    17On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

• Follow the example of Jesus.  1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
   32Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 33even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.


How can I forgive a friend who has greatly wronged or disappointed me?
• Ask God to give you the power to forgive.  Colossians 3:12-14
  12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
How can I show my friend that Christ is the only way to God?
• Encourage him/her to get to know Jesus.  John 14:1-14
    1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going." 
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