A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

11 November 2008
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
WAR
We had a very stimulating discussion – as  can be imagined with a subject like this! Today was the 90th anniversary of the ending of the First World War (peace signed on 11/11/18). How does the world look like today – 90 years on? Is there peace?

First we looked at what kind of emotions are generated by the word “war”: fear, hatred, suffering, disaster, conflict, destruction and death were just a few of them. Vastly different emotions are conjured up when we think of “love” – predominantly happiness and peace (and lots of smiling faces amongst everybody!).

We then looked at the causes of war and came up with a variety: greed, power, injustice, different viewpoints, frustration, hunger – and resources. We reflected on wars even within Christianity – from the Catholic/Protestant “troubles” in Northern Ireland to last weekend’s fights in Jerusalem between monks of different Christian faiths. We also asked ourselves whether there is such a thing as a “just war”.


But what does Jesus say about all this? He commands us to love each other (John 15). He tells us to love our enemies and pray for them (Matthew 5). Not easy, we agreed, but that is what Jesus commands and it will be for the good of all if we all obeyed.


What can each and everyone of us do then? Well, Proverbs teaches us that with wisdom and understanding we will find peace. We need to pray for others, especially those with whom we (also our nations) may be in conflict. The prayer of commitment (below) is especially powerful – as is the wonderful prayer of St. Francis (also below). Other suggestions included: “if you want peace, work for justice”; ‘Choose to love”; “do unto others as you would have them do unto you”; be humble and compassionate; and engage in an open dialogue.

We started today’s QM by looking at John 15:13 and reflecting and honouring the soldiers and their families for their sacrifice over the years - enabling us to live our lives as we do today. We ended with the beautiful John 3:16 and the need to remember the sacrifice that God made – he gave us his only Son to save our eternal lives. 
John 15:13
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

Amos 5:25

But let justice roll on like a river;

Righteousness like a never-failing stream

Leviticus 19:18

" .... but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD.

John 15:17

This is my command: Love each other.

Matthew 5:43-44
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbour[h] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies[i] and pray for those who persecute you,

1 John 3:14-17

14We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
Proverbs 3:13, 17
13 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, 
       the man who gains understanding, 

17 Her ways are pleasant ways, 
       and all her paths are peace. 

Prayer of commitment

Lord God our Father

We pledge ourselves to serve you and all the world in the cause of peace

To relieve want and suffering and to your praise and glory.

Guide us by your Spirit

Give us wisdom

Give us courage

Give us hope

And keep us steadfast in your faith now and always.

Amen

Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 

Amen. 

John 3:16

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. “
