A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

15 January 2008
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
CHRISTIAN UNITY
Present at the meeting today were members from the following Christian churches: Anglican, Catholic, Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist, International Christian Fellowship. Some of us mentioned the influence of other Christian churches in our childhood, e.g. Methodists. 


We defined what it means to be “Christian” and then “unity”. Looking at the below bible verses we could clearly see that there was so much we all had in common – more than anything the centrality of Jesus in our lives and our study of God’s word as written in the bible.


The Quiet Moment is now in its fifth year. I believe its success is due to the very fact that we focus our meetings on what unites us – Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our Father, forgetting for a while the practices of our individual churches. 

In the upcoming week, it has been requested that we all “pray continuisly” for Christian Unity.
John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Matthew 3:13-17

The Baptism of Jesus 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

15Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

Acts 10:34

34Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

