A Quiet Moment (of reflection and learning together)

23 September 2008

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..." (Hebrews 10: 24-25)
THE BIBLE

· It contains enough material to turn the world upside down and bring peace to a battle-torn planet. But most treat it as though it is nothing more than a piece of literature. (Mahatma Gandhi)

· “The greatest benefit the human race has ever experienced” (Emmanuel Kant)

· “The very best book that ever was or ever will be known to the world” (Charles Dickens)

· 15 minutes/day – you can read the whole bible in a year.

	Work
	When written
	Earliest copy
	Time lapse
	No. of copies

	Herodotus
	488-428 BC
	AD 900
	1300 years
	8

	Thucydides
	c.460-400 BC
	c.AD 900
	1300 years
	8

	Tacitus
	AD100
	AD 1100
	1000 years
	20

	Caesar’s Gallic War
	58-50BC
	AD 900
	950 years
	9-10

	Livy’s Roman History
	59BC–AD17
	AD 900
	900 years
	20

	New Testament
	AD40-100
	AD 130 (AD 350 full manuscripts )
	30-310 years
	5,000+ Greek
10,000 Latin

9,300 others


· 66 books (39 in the Old Testament+27 in the New Testament) = one book
· 400 years elapsed between the last book of the OT and the first in the NT

· 40 Different authors – or is there just one?
One author
2 Timothy 3:15-16

15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
One subject

John 5:37-40

37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
Luke 24:44-47

44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." 

45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

DO WE/YOU USE THE BIBLE?
How do we hear God speak through the bible?
1. 
Time
· Plan ahead

· Develop a regular pattern

Psalm 1:1-3

1Blessed is the man 
       who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 
       or stand in the way of sinners 
       or sit in the seat of mockers. 

2But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
       and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
       which yields its fruit in season 
       and whose leaf does not wither. 
       Whatever he does prospers. 

2.
Place

A solitary place (Mark 1.35)

35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

3.
Method

· Ask God to speak

· Read the passage (amplified bible, bible notes)
· Ask yourself

· What does it say?

· What does it mean?

· How does it apply?
4.
Respond in prayer
5.
Put it into practice

Matthew 7:24

24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
Conclusion
John 8:31-32

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
· Produce fruit

· Perseverance

· Prosperity (not necessarily material)
