A Quiet Moment (of reflection and learning together)

28 October 2008
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..." (Hebrews 10: 24-25)
HONESTY

We looked at the various meanings of honesty:  

uprightness and fairness. 

truthfulness, sincerity, frankness. 

freedom from deceit or fraud

integrity

We need to be aware of the dangers of idle gossip and intentional deceitfulness:
Exod. 20:16 - You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.
Exod. 23:1 - Do not spread false reports. Do not help a wicked man by being a malicious witness.
Prov. 6:16-19 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.    
Prov. 13:5-6 The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and disgrace. Righteousness guards the man of integrity, but wickedness overthrows the sinner. 

We realized that we need to be sincere about honesty: it is possible to have negative thoughts while doing kind deeds and to say loving words while having wrong attitudes and motives. 

We need to put ourselves in the other person’s place and treat them as we would wish to be treated, and always examine our motives.
Forms of dishonesty

Falsehood, lies, inaccuracy; exaggerations, embellishments

deceit, misleading another, fraud, cheating, misinformation, disinformation, false-accusations, false-charges

Examples of various levels of dishonesty that we thought of included: having two sets of weights and measures; taking advantage of each other. Or, more subtle dishonesty such as, wasting time at work; taking what does not belong to us (even small things); finding excuses when avoiding someone (or situation).
Sometimes we are on the receiving end of dishonesty and we may feel deceived by someone we trust.  However, these disappointments should give us the opportunity to exercise the character and nature of God in the spirit of forgiving love.

The merits of honesty:

Lk. 8:15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
I Cor. 13:6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
II Cor. 4:1-2 ...we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.
Eph. 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
Forms of honesty

accuracy, truth-telling; integrity - true to one's word; credibility; complete communication;

faithfulness - do what you say you'll do; keep your promises

Basis of honesty - our goal in life
Christ is Truth - John 14:6; Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
John 14:8 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
