God the Potter – QM 29th July 2008.

Intro: Think about the process that turns a lump of clay into a pot.

Jeremiah 18:1-6 (from “the Message” paraphrase)

God told Jeremiah, “Up on your feet! Go to the potter’s house. When you get there, I’ll tell you what I have to say.”

So I went to the potter’s house, and sure enough, the potter was there, working away at his wheel. Whenever the pot the potter was working on turned out badly, as sometimes happens when you work with clay, the potter would simply start over and use the same clay to make another pot.

Then God’s Message came to me: “Can’t I do just the same as this potter does, people of Israel?” God’s Decree! “Watch this potter. In the same way that this potter works his clay, I work on you, people of Israel….”

If we are like clay in God-the-potter’s hands – what does the modelling process feel like?

Note in this parable the potter never throws the clay away – but remoulds….

And – who decides how the pot ends up?

What makes us easy or hard to transform?

Does God make us one shape at the beginning of our lives and leave us like that?

What are the things that change our shape / mould us / transform us?
Romans 8:29 – 30, 38-39 (The Message paraphrase)

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son……We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed up by calling his people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun.

I’m absolutely convinced that nothing – nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable – absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.

Having read this passage from Romans and thought about how God is shaping us how does this make you feel? Something beautiful to think about as we go back to our afternoon work….”Nothing can separate us from the love of God”

