A Quiet Moment (of reflection and learning together)

04 NOVEMBER 2008
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..." (Hebrews 10: 24-25)
THE WILL OF GOD!

The session was influenced by a sermon by Russ Pickett, of Faith Mountain Christian Basic Training and another on EWTN
At our session last week we began by focusing on the Will of God for our lives and discussed the following quotes on the subject:
“Inside the Will of God there is no failure.  Outside the Will of God there is no success”- Bernard Edinger.

“The Will of God means death to our own will, and resurrection only when we have died to all our own plans.” – Sinclair Ferguson

“The greatest folly in the universe is to oppose the will of God.” – David Thomas

We then paid attention to the following Scripture verses on the Will of God:

Matthew 6:10 – “......Thy kingdom come.  Thy WILL be done, in earth as it is in Heaven....”

We agreed that the Our Father requires use to have faith and trust in God. We should start our day asking our Lord to do that which He pleases with us; asking God for the enabling Grace for us to fulfil His purpose for our lives; and pleading that we be brought into obedience of his commands.
God desires that we know His will:

Ephesians 5:17 – “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”

We learnt that: IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR US TO KNOW WHAT GOD WANTS US TO DO; WE MUST ALSO DO IT.  WE MUST FOLLOW OUR BELIEF WITH ACTION.

The Scriptures are clear concerning God’s will for the sinner:

Matthew 18:14 “Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in Heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.”

Therefore, it behoves us to pray with utmost confidence and boldness before the throne of Grace for the salvation of souls – Souls that are close to us and souls that we do not know.  This is confirmed by the following verse:
1 John 5:14-15: - “And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His Will, He heareth us.  And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.”
The Scriptures are also very clear concerning the Will of God for Christians:

1 Tessalonians 4:3 – “For this is the Will of God, even your sanctification.....”

1 Peter 1:16 – “Be Ye Holy; for I am Holy.”

We noted that: HOLINESS MEANT BEING TOTALLY DEVOTED OR DEDICATED TO GOD.  SET ASIDE FOR HIS SPECIAL USE AND SET APART FROM SIN AND ITS INFLUENCE.  RECOGNIZING THAT WE CANNOT BECOME HOLY ON OUR OWN; GOD GIVES US THE HOLY SPIRIT TO HELP US OBEY AND OVERCOME SIN.

We noted that God desires that we lead holy lives and discussed how one could live a holy life in today’s world.

We realized that we needed to have freedom from attachment from the material things of the world, from power, money, corrupt and sinful behaviours.  The following verse reinforces it:  James 1:21 - ...lay apart all filthiness ....” This then allows us to be free to do the Will of God 

1 John 2:17 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”
We looked at some things that could prevent us from knowing and doing the Will of God:
Not fully surrendered to God, might cause us to have difficulty knowing His will in our lives.  Also our egos prevent us from doing the will of God in our lives.
We can correct these faults by: 

Finding the centre of our lives – God

Acknowledging that we are sinners and that we need healing

Recognize that our lives are not our – it belongs to God and that we are soldiers in God’s army.  We need to heed to God’s Call! St, Paul set the example in the following verse:

1 Corinthians: “I Paul called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the Will of God”
It is extremely important that we know the Will of God in our lives and that we do it.  This means putting aside our own plans no matter how grand and live holy lives.  Then we will be welcomed into heaven as “good and faithful servants” and we can say “Father, I have finished the work you gave me to do.”
We ended with two relevant quotations:

“May all your expectations be frustrated, may all your plans be thwarted, may all your desires be withered into nothingness, that you may experience the powerlessness and poverty of a child and sing and dance in the love of God who is Father, Son and Spirit.” Lary Hem.

“The battle is not to improve our circumstances, to supply us with money, to protect us from suffering, to keep us safe from pain and struggle or to quickly fix whatever problems develop in our bodies.  We are encouraged to pray for all these things, but we must always finish our prayer with that wonderful – If it is your will Lord.
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