A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

28 April 2009
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
LIVING IN THE PRESENT 

In the first book of the bible, we see how God made the world (see Genesis below) and in the last book of the bible, we see how God will be making a new heaven and a new earth (see Revelations below). This new earth and heaven would have no crying or pain. We agreed that it did indeed sound just like heaven! But, we have not got there yet – that is in our future. Since we don’t know how far in the future, we need to live in the present.


We then tried to answer a few questions. Maybe you too would like to do the same.


How do we best live in the present knowing that it is not perfect? 


How do we do our best to live in purity and peace? 


We read through Peter 3 and saw that whilst waiting for this new heaven, we need – in the present - to behave in certain ways. Peter 3:14 is particularly useful – but note that it says “make every effort” to be spotless and blameless. We discussed how difficult this could be, but as long as we continue to make those efforts, asking God’s forgiveness when we do go wrong, we can start again. We also saw how important it is to keep plugged into God, to live with Him (John 15 below)

How do you handle a difficult situation? Maybe you might find it helpful to ask yourself what would Jesus do in that situation.


What are your priorities at the moment? (A new house? Promotion? New car? Getting to know Jesus more and reflecting that in your behaviour?)

If Jesus were to come tomorrow, what would you like to do differently? If there is something you would do differently, then why wait? Why not do it now?

Peter 3:9 tells us that God “is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Ultimately, we need to tell people that truth: it is through Him that we will enter the new heaven. We need to keep our focus on Jesus (Hebrews below) and his message.
Genesis 1.31
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

Revelations 21:1-5a

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 

5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 

2 Peter 3

The Day of the Lord 

1Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 

3First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.[a] 

11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.[b]That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 

14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

17Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

2 Peter 3:14

14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

John 15:1-4
The Vine and the Branches 

1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

Ephesians 5:15-20

15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 12:2

2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

