A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

7 July 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
SHARING

WHAT IS SHARING?   The Collins pocket dictionary defined sharing as “To give or take a share (part) of something.  To join with others in doing or sharing something. 


We agreed that most times when we thing of sharing we think of GIVING something to someone – usually we think of money or something material – But we concluded that we could SHARE different things with three groups of people, viz: Family members, acquaintances - work colleagues/ church brothers and sisters etc and the stranger - people that we come in contact with every day and we might never see again:  on the street, in the train or bus, etc.

We agreed that we could SHARE with them the following:
1 – Give money
- to all three groups

2 - Give time

- to all three groups

3 - Give advice
- easier with our family – a bit more difficult with 2 and 3

4 - Give love

- to all three groups HOW?  - Encouragement, smile, words of







Commendation, respect, happiness, etc.

5 - Give Word of God
- bit more guarded – to all three groups.

6 – Give knowledge
- to all three groups

7 - Give a chance
- to say I am sorry




- To forgive




- To excel – self-actualization 

We then examined examples of sharing which God showed us:

1) For God so loved the world that He GAVE His one and only Son.... John 3:16

2) Christ died for us – He TOOK our sins away and nailed it to His cross...........

3) When Jesus ascended to the Father, the Father sent us the Holy Spirit to be with us.

+++++++++++++++

We discussed the question: In the process of sharing – WHAT CAN WE TAKE OR RECEIVE FROM SOMEONE that would be tantamount to SHARING?

We saw how Jesus set this powerful example: He took our sins away.

We understood that we can share when we take something that is UNPLEASANT from someone or help someone with something that is difficult.  In this case we alleviate their anxiety, fears, suffering, pain, their insecurity etc.  We take away the invisibility of the poor person when we acknowledge them.

We recognized that in sharing with others we first need to establish trust and a desire to share all of which must come from the heart, reflecting the existence of love.  We recognized also that sharing sometimes require the giving of everything that we have! Relinquishing all! Recognizing that all that we are and all that we have comes from God and belongs to God.  We must therefore relinquish all so that God can refill our emptiness, our nothingness!

The above is reinforced in Proverbs 11:24 which is itself a paradox, we become richer by being generous.  The world tells us to hold on to as much as possible, but this verse says that God blesses those who give freely of their possessions, time and energy.  When we give, God supplies us with more.  In addition, giving helps us gain a right perspective on our possessions.  We realize they are never really our in the first place, but was given to us by God for our needs and to help others. In other words all that we are, all that we have belongs to God. 

What do we gain by sharing what we have? We gain freedom from enslavement to our possession, the joy of helping others, and God’s approval.  When we help the poor, we show honour both to the Creator and to his creation.  God accepts our help as if we had offered it directly to him (proverbs 19).

So in SHARING, we become instruments in God’s hands.  In SHARING we live a life of continuous thankfulness to the mercy and generosity of God.  The more we say thanks, the more the Lord provides – so blessed be God!!

=====

During the session we also discussed the following Bible verses and other quotes:

Luke 6: 38: “GIVE and it will be GIVEN to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

Proverbs 11:24:   “One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty”

Acts 20:35 –“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive.” 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 – “6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should GIVE what he has decided in his heart to GIVE, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful GIVER.” 

Proverbs 19:17 –17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, 
       and he will reward him for what he has done.

QUOTES which we pondered upon: We needed to ask ourselves whether we needed to make adjustments in our sharing!

Ray Prinzing - Job 36:27: 27 "He draws up the drops of water, 
       which distill from the mist as rain to the streams  .”

”If there be no vapour ascending, how then can there be a condensing of clouds of rain?  If there be no scattering of seed, how then can there be an increase of harvest?  If there be no outflow of blessing from our hearts to others, how then shall we in turn inherit a blessing?  Give and it shall be given unto you.  The more we “bless the Lord,”  the more He gathers up those “vapours” and multiplies and increases until He pours upon us blessings of an hundredfold.”

Samuel Johnson:  He, who waits to do a great deal of good at once, will never do anything.

Hugh Martin: If a man’s religion does not affect his use of money, that man’s religion is vain.

Bob Hope:  If you haven’t got any CHARITY in your heart, you have the worst kind of heart trouble”

Ralph Waldo Emerson: - It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try to HELP another without HELPING himself.”

Richard J. Foster: - GIVING with glad and generous hearts has a way of routing out the tough old miser within us.  Even the poor need to know that they can GIVE.  Just the very act of letting go of money, OR SOME OTHER TREASURE, does something within us.  IT DESTROYS THE DEMON GREED.”

