A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

14 July 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
FISHING
What characteristics do fishermen have? Stories were exchanged about family members and their love of fishing, and sharing information on books on the subject. We also saw that for many it was a hobby, while for others it was a livelihood – as it was in Jesus’ time. We thought that fishermen would be patient, meticulous (e.g. caring for their nets and boats) and resilient (out in bad weather, etc)


Do you know how many of the disciples were fishermen? (Read to the end for the answer!). We wondered whether some of the characteristics we identified helped them in their eventual role as evangelizers.


The John 21 passage tells how Jesus appears to the disciples after his resurrection. Look how John (the fisherman) writes about catching 153 fish (you can hear his amazement at the amount even today!). John was also the one who realized it was Jesus, since he had witnessed Jesus doing the same miracle when he was called to become a disciple (see Luke 5 below). 

Both in the Luke passage and the one from Mark, Jesus is calling them to become “fishers of men”. What does that mean? Jesus was asking them – as he asks us today – to spread the good news of what it means to be forgiven for our sins and to be loved by our Father.


As fishermen persevere through bad weather, we too need to persevere in our Christian “fishing expeditions”. This, in fact, was the Great Commission that Jesus gave us: “Go and make disciples of all nations” (see Matthew 28:19-20)
John 21:1-14
Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish 

 1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.[a] It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3"I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

 5He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" 
      "No," they answered. 

 6He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.[b] 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught." 

 11Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Luke 5:1-11
The Calling of the First Disciples 

1One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a]with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down[b] the nets for a catch." 

5Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 

6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 9For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. 

   Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." 11So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Mark 1:16-20
16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

James 1:2-3

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
================================================================

How many of the disciples were fishermen?

Five – Simon Peter and his brother Andrew; John and James, and Philip.

What did the other disciples do?

Matthew was a tax collector.

There is no record of what the other six disciples did.
