A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

21 July 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
SUBMISSION
Despite a common impression, submission isn’t about being a doormat! We clearly saw that it is a voluntary act – a choice -- of yielding to somebody else, to obey them and to place oneself under that person’s power. Submission is also about love and trust. In Ephesians (below) Paul tells us to “submit me to one another”. Why? – the answer: “out of reverence for Christ” 

We looked at one excellent example of this: Timothy. Paul wanted to take Timothy along with him to spread the message of Jesus to the Jews. In order to make this message more persuasive, Timothy willingly accepted to be circumcised (see Acts below). It must have been painful to have this done as a young man (circumcision usually took place when a child was 8 days old), yet he submitted out of a reverence for Christ.

The passage from Mark also shows how Jesus submitted to God’s will at the Garden of Gethsemane – even when his soul was “overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”. This passage shows the anguish and humanity of Jesus, but also that by submitting to his Father he mad the right choice.

Returning to Ephesians, Paul continues with asking wives to submit to their husbands and husbands to love their wives. Both are being called to submit – wives by following the leadership of their husbands, and husbands by putting aside his interests to care for those of his wife. This can be a difficult passage in today’s society, but Paul is recommending this action to promote unity and harmony in marriage. The Life Application Study Bible says that “a wise and Christ-loving husband will not take advantage of his leadership role, and a Christ-honouring wife will not try to undermine her husband’s leadership.” 

However, it is important to stress that for God we are all the same “all one in Jesus Christ” (see Galatians below).


In the Lord’s Prayer we voluntarily submit ourselves to God (“your will be done”). So, as the Study Bible says, “when we submit to God, we become more willing to obey his command to submit to others.” Is that true for us?
Ephesians 5:21

21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Acts 16:1-3

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 

1He came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a Greek. 2The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.

Mark 14:32-36

32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 

 35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba,[e] Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." 

Ephesians 5:22-32

Wives and Husbands 

22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing[b] her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30for we are members of his body. 31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."[c] 32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Galatians 3:26-28

26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Mathew 6:10
 10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
