A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

11 August 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
LOVE ONE ANOTHER
We are the only Bible that some people will ever read!

By loving one another we are showing that we are God’s disciples. The group was reminded that we might be only the Bible that other people will ever read. People around us are watching us and we must show that we are disciples by loving one another.


Ways to love one another: Some of the ways to love another include opening the door for someone who is carrying something, giving up your seat in the bus for someone who might need it more than you. Offering gifts, presents, spending time, ringing up someone, stopping the elevator for someone and saying I love you. Just saying I love you to someone can make a big difference in their lives. Showing love doesn’t have to be through giving money (although this was suggested to be an easy way to do so). Examples of people who showed love included Mother Teresa who helped the lepers. The help offered to earthquake victims was also stated as a good example to show love to strangers.


Going out of your way to love/ help someone: The Samaritan in today’s reading went out of his way to help the wounded man. The group was encouraged to go out of their way to help others. However we are to pray for wisdom from God when doing this.


Excuses not to love: Often time we have several excuses not to love.

Fear of not being loved back: we often want love to be a two way thing and if not there is a tendency not to love. However as Christians we are urged to love.

We often love and extend charity to people because we feel they deserve it, we normally make a judgment and see other people as not deserving. Who are we to judge!


Fears on helping strangers: Often time people are afraid of being physically attacked or robbed. We do not want to be nosy or interfere in other people’s affairs.


Knowing the law and practising it: The Law expert: The law expert (in the story of the Good Samaritan below) knew the law and could quote it very well, however he did not practise it, and Jesus was demonstrating the need to practise the law.


Loving difficult neighbours: It is best not to retaliate. It is useful to show the neighbour love and pray for wisdom to handle the situation.


Recommended Reading on love: 1 Corinthians 13

John 13:34-35 

34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
Matthew 7:12 

12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 

27He answered: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself." 

28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 

29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?" 

30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 

36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 

 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 
      Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
