A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

19 August 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
LOVE LETTERS
We are the only Bible that some people will ever read!

What comes to mind when we think about love letters? Strong emotions? “Roses are red, violets are blue….”? Being young? Being old?  A way we can express our love? These were some of the answers we came up with.

But, how about the Ten Commandments? Was that a love letter from God? We generally don’t think so, do we? We usually think that it’s a list of “do” s and “don’t”s. But, if we think about it as an expression of God’s love for, i.e. He has given us a way to live based on love, then maybe we can think of it as a love letter.

Have you ever stopped to think that maybe WE are love letters? Christ’s love letters to those around us? Jesus has commanded us (see John 15 below) to love each other. How better way to show His love than to love others – and the, through us, other people can see Christ’s love. Quite something isn’t it!


Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians (see below) talks about the New Covenant that we have entered into with Jesus. Paul outlines some of the characteristics that other people should be able to see in Christians: that we are bold (v.12) (which is not about being arrogant, but the joyful confidence we have in praise of God since God accepts all of us who turn to Christ); that we have freedom (v. 17) (not to do what we want to do, but what will please Christ with the help of the “Spirit of the Lord”); and that we “reflect the Lord’s glory” (v.18). 


The New Testament is made up of 27 books, of which 20 (or is it 21? Hebrews doesn’t appear to be a letter, but at the end Paul refers to it as a “short letter”) are letters. Only the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), Acts and Revelations are not letters. The majority of these “love letters” were written by Paul.

When American presidents leave office, a Presidential Library is invariably created. This library will also contain letters. But, after a while, these letters get dusty. How many people will read them in 50 years time? 100 years? 1000 years? 2000 years? 


And yet even today, we still read the ultimate “love letter”: the Bible. 


What do we do with love letters that we receive? Well, I’m sure you will agree that we read them and re-read them trying to understand all the nuances – and then, we read them again, and again. And that is what we do with the Bible, don’t we?


Action: Write a letter to somebody who you think needs to know God’s love. We can substitute “letter” with an email, text message – or even by lending somebody a book with a good Christian message.

Pause for thought: Do other people see God through us? Are we dusty? Or are we Christ’s love letters?
Exodus 34:28

28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.

John 15:10-17

10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.

2 Corinthians 3:1-18
1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

4Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

The Glory of the New Covenant 

7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 

12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect[a] the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
