A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

27 January 2009
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
PUNISHMENT, DISCIPLINE AND LOVE
An important point was raised in last week’s QM: Does God punish us? Pastor Dave Hodgdon, of the Rome Baptist Church kindly agreed to lead us on this important subject.

He used Hebrews 12:4-12 (below) for his teaching and developed our understanding by associating it with discipline and love and asking very pertinent questions (listed below). Maybe you too would like to go through the passage and ask yourselves these very same questions.


Pastor Dave then used Acts 5:1-11 (the story of Ananias and Sapphira, below) to show how God acted in the early church. Once again, he asked pertinent questions (was God acting harshly? Why did He do that?), Dave then gave a wonderful analogy about a rare medicinal plant in China that could save millions and what was needed to save it.

It was a very thought-provoking and helpful QM that answered many difficult questions.
Hebrews 12:4-12
God Disciplines His Sons 

4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 
   "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, 
      and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
 6because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
      and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."[a] 

 7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

 12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13"Make level paths for your feet,"[b] so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.

QUESTIONS

What is meant by: Make light? (v.5) and Lose heart? (v.5)

Is it Discipline vs Love? Or Discipline and Love?
What are your views on “Respected them” (v.9) and “pleasant” (v.11)?
Later on? (v11)
Acts 5

Ananias and Sapphira 

 1Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 

 3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 

 5When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

 7About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" 
      "Yes," she said, "that is the price." 

 9Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 

 10At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

QUESTIONS

Is God being harsh?

What was God’s purpose behind His actions?
