A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

24 February 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
SINCERITY

(Sources include: Life Application Study Bible, and The Friendship Book by Francis Gay)
Romans 12;9
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.

1 Timothy 1:5

5The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Colossians 3:22
22Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.

Ephesians 6:24 

24Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. (KJV)

24Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. (NIV)

Hebrews 10:22
22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

1 Peter 1:22
22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.
2 Corinthians 2;17

17Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.

Acts 2:46-47

46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

Sincerity: truth, without deceit or hypocrisy

In the old days Roman Potters used to fill a crack in a pot with wax and then paint over it and sell it as perfect. But, when warm liquid was poured into it, the wax melted and there was a leak. Good potters advertised that their pots were sine cera – “without wax” – and in time sine cera developed into the word “sincerely”. To be sincere means literally that you are not waxing over your imperfections.
Hebrews 10

(We can know that we have sincere hearts if we evaluate our thoughts and motives according to his Word – see Hebrews 4.12 12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.)

