A quiet moment (of reflection and learning together)

4 August 2009

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together ...but let us encourage one another..."
~Hebrews 10: 24-25
What God’s Word Says about God’s Word

Statistics about the Bible
The Bible is actually a collection of 66 books written by at least 40 human authors.  The Bible is a work of long compilation since the writings of its books span at least 1,500 years. It is an ancient writing in that the last author of any of the books, the Apostle John, died approximately 1,900 years ago. The two major divisions are the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The Old Testament is comprised of 39 books, Genesis to Malachi.  The books of the Old Testament were written over a period of about 1,000 years. The Old Testament can be divided into 4 major subdivisions: 

(A) History: Genesis thru Esther (17 books) 

(B) Poetry/Wisdom Literature: Job thru Song of Solomon (5 books) 

(C) Major Prophets: Isaiah thru Daniel (5 books) 

(D) Minor Prophets: Hosea thru Malachi (12 books) 
The New Testament is comprised of 27 books, Matthew to Revelation.  The books of the New Testament were written over a period of approximately 100 years. The approximate 1,500 year span of the writings of the Bible is completed in the roughly 400 years between the last writing of the Old Testament and the first writing of the New Testament. There are four major subdivisions of the New Testament: 

(A) History: 4 Gospels and the Book of Acts (5 books) 

(B) Paul's Epistles: Romans thru Philemon (13 books) 

(C) General Epistles: Hebrews thru Jude (8 books) 

(D) Apocalypse: Revelation (1 book) 

God’s Word is…

John 1:1

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 Samuel 22:31

31 "As for God, his way is perfect; 
       the word of the LORD is flawless. 
       He is a shield 
       for all who take refuge in him.

Hebrews 4:12-13
12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

We should learn God’s Word because…

Deuteronomy 8:3

3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

Psalm 119:9-11, 105

9 How can a young man keep his way pure? 
       By living according to your word. 

10 I seek you with all my heart; 
       do not let me stray from your commands. 

11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
       that I might not sin against you.

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
       and a light for my path.

Ephesians 6:10-18

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

Luke 6:46-49

 46"Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete."
Colossians 3:16
16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Deuteronomy 4:18

18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.

I know the Bible is complete and accurate because…

2 Timothy 3:16

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
Proverbs 30: 5-6

5 "Every word of God is flawless; 
       he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 

6 Do not add to his words, 
       or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.

Revelation 22:18-19 

18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book 

Where does the Bible show us hearing and reading God’s Word?
 Exodus 34:27-28

 27 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 28 Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.
Nehemiah 8:1-6

1 all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.

I know it is not enough just to hear God’s Word because…
John 12:46-48

46I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47"As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 48There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.

James 2:19
17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

